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definite quantities of certain elements, or the resolution of a compound into definite quantities of certain elements, or the resolution of several compounds into definite quantities of certain elements, and the formation of a new compound, or new compounds, by the redistribution of these elements; the quantities by weight of the interacting compounds, and of the elements produced, or combined, or redistributed, being always proportional to the reacting weights, and the combining weights, of the compounds and the elements.
The mental picture which the atomic theory provided of the facts of chemical combination might be described by repeating the foregoing statements, with the substitution of the expression atomic weight for the expressions combining weight and reacting weight.
But the answers to the two fundamental questions of chemistry were not yet sufficiently clear, full, and suggestive; nor was the atomic presentment of the answers complete. The purpose of the following chapter is to trace the next stages in the elucidation of the facts, and of the theory.